SUMMARY Antibodies to Herpesvirus hominis (HVH) types 1 and 2 were determined by a microneutralisation method in 37 children with kwashiorkor, 16 with marasmus, and in 64 well-nourished control children. All 
Primary herpetic gingivostomatitis is apparently one of the common infectious diseases of childhood, and young children are often carriers of the virus, saliva and faeces being the main vehicles of transmission.' Herpesvirus hominis (HVH) Herpesviruses are known to be associated with neoplasia in animals38 and there is evidence that they may also be associated with human malignancies. HVH-2 has been found in association with cervical carcinoma in adults'826 38 and a member of the herpesvirus group has also been found in association with childhood (Burkitt's) showed that this tumour occurred almost exclusively in children from families of low socioeconomic groups. Such children are generally malnourished. Thus it would appear that the circumstances which promote the development of malnutrition predispose to infection by herpesviruses, and that infection by certain of these viruses may predispose to neoplastic changes in malnourished children although other factors have also been considered in the pathogenesis of childhood lymphomas. The epidemiological significance of these findings should continue to generate much interest for further work in these areas. 
